
The latest News Around Us in Aug_04

Taliban Capture Zaranj, an Afghanistan Provincial Capital, in a Symbolic Victory
Adam Nossiter, Taimoor Shah and Fahim Abed - New York Times

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Taliban have captured the capital of one of
Afghanistan’s western provinces, Afghan officials said on Friday, a symbolic
milestone in the insurgents’ relentless march to retake power in the country.

Bryan Denton for The New York Times A police truck in the empty desert outside
Zaranj, Afghanistan, in 2015. The Taliban captured Zaranj, the capital of Nimruz

Province, on Friday, Afghan officials said.

Taliban fighters faced little resistance in taking Zaranj, the provincial capital of
Nimruz on the Afghanistan-Iran border, Afghan officials said. They said a deal had
been negotiated with the Taliban allowing the authorities in the city to flee across the
border to Iran with their families.

The assault marked the first provincial capital to be captured by the insurgent group
since the Biden administration said it would completely withdraw American troops
from Afghanistan by next month.

The seizure of Zaranj is a symbolically significant development in the Taliban’s
campaign, as they moved away from targeting rural districts to focus on attacking
provincial capitals, with Zaranj being the first to fall.

The 215th Corps of the Afghan National Army is responsible for security in both
Zaranj and Lashkar Gah, the capital of neighboring Helmand Province, which has
been under siege for several days. The 215th Corps’ leadership had shifted its focus
to defending Lashkar Gah, leaving Zaranj, a city of 160,000 people, vulnerable to
capture.

“All the people are hiding in their houses in fear of the Taliban,” said Khair-ul-Nisa
Ghami, a member of the provincial council.
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“The situation is very worrying. People are scared,” she said, adding: “The Taliban
captured the city without any fighting.”

The Taliban have besieged a host of such cities for weeks, and Zaranj’s likely fall on
Friday is the Taliban’s first major breakthrough. The city’s collapse came as the
insurgents also pressed hard into other provincial cities, in a day of bleak news for
the government.

Iran Warns Israel Against 'Foolish' Action Amid Saber Rattling, Proxy Attacks
David Brennan - Newsweek

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesperson has warned Israel against taking any "foolish"
action against Tehran, following belligerent remarks by Israeli Defense Minister
Benny Gantz this week.

JALAA MAREY/AFP via Getty Images Israeli howitzers fire towards Lebanon from a
position near the northern Israeli town of Kiryat Shmona following rocket fire from

the Lebanese side of the border, on August 6, 2021.

Saeed Khatibzadeh wrote on Twitter that any Israeli action would be met with a
decisive Iranian response.
"In another brazen violation of Int'l law, Israeli regime now blatantly threatens Iran
with military action," Khatibzadeh wrote on Twitter, which is banned in Iran.

"Such malign behavior stems from blind Western support.”
"We state this clearly: ANY foolish act against Iran will be met with a DECISIVE
response. Don't test us."

Gantz angered the Iranians this week when he said Israel was ready to strike Iran if
necessary.
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"The world needs to deal with Iran, the region needs to deal with Iran and Israel also
needs to do its part in this situation," Gantz told news website YNET on Thursday.

On Wednesday, Gantz and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid held a meeting with United
Nations Security Council ambassadors to update them on Iranian activity.

"I emphasized to my international friends that now is the time for deeds—words are
not enough. It is time for diplomatic, economic and even military deeds—otherwise
the attacks will continue," Gantz said about the briefing.

Israel and Iran have long maintained a steady drumbeat of threats. Years of tension
have been punctuated by attacks on commercial shipping in the Persian Gulf; Israeli
covert operations against Iran's nuclear program, including assassinations; Israeli
airstrikes against Iranian targets in Syria; and Iranian support for attacks on Israel
by proxy allies in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip.

Israel considers the theocracy in Tehran an existential threat. President Joe Biden's
plan to thaw ties with Iran and revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action nuclear
deal would be a severe strategic setback for Israel—and leaders have made no secret
of their opposition to the U.S. position.

Gantz claimed this week that Iran was 10 weeks away from having enough nuclear
material to make a nuclear warhead. The JCPOA is designed to limit Iran's nuclear
program, capping its enriched uranium at a level only suitable for civilian power use.

The Biden administration believes the JCPOA is the only realistic way to restrain
Iran's nuclear capabilities. Years of Israeli and American covert and military actions
have failed to stop Tehran's nuclear program and hopes of regime change have been
dashed.

Former President Donald Trump pulled out of the JCPOA in 2018, dismissing the
accord as a weak deal. The JCPOA did not include restrictions on Iran's ballistic
missile program or its use of regional proxy militias to export Tehran's authoritarian
ideology.

Biden has said he wants to use the JCPOA as a foundation for a broader agreement
that would include the ballistic missiles and regional influence, though leaders in
Tehran have dismissed this proposal out of hand.

JCPOA talks are expected to resume later this month, after President Ebrahim
Raisi took office this week. Raisi—known as "the Butcher" for his role overseeing
mass executions of government opponents in the 1980s—is a conservative and close
to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

His election has been interpreted as a sign that the government will look to entrench
its authoritarian control of the country and strengthen its influence and militia
alliances in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and the Palestinian Gaza Strip and West
Bank.
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Tensions are currently running high on the Israel-Lebanon border following
exchanges of fire between Hezbollah and the Israel Defense Forces. The IDF
launched artillery and airstrikes on Thursday after a rocket fired from Lebanon
landed in northern Israel. It is not clear who launched the rocket.

Hezbollah said it had responded on Friday with a series of rocket launches across the
border, several of which were intercepted by Israeli defenses.

Hezbollah says it fired rockets after Israeli airstrikes in third day of attacks
Associated Press

AP - Associated Press

The militant Hezbollah group fired a barrage of rockets at Israel on Friday, and
Israel hit back with artillery in a significant escalation between the two sides.

It was the third day of attacks along the volatile border with Lebanon, a major Middle
East flashpoint where tensions between Israel and Iran, which backs Hezbollah,
occasionally play out.

But comments by Israeli officials and Hezbollah’s actions suggested the two were
seeking to avoid a major conflict at this time.

Israel said it fired back after 19 rockets were launched from Lebanon, and Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett swiftly convened a meeting with the country’s top defense
officials. No casualties were reported.

“We do not wish to escalate to a full war, yet of course we are very prepared for
that,” said Lt. Col. Amnon Shefler, spokesman for the Israel Defense Forces.

Israel has long considered Hezbollah, which is based in Lebanon, its most serious
and immediate military threat.
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Friday’s exchanges came a day after Israel’s defense minister warned that his
country is prepared to strike Iran following a fatal drone strike on a oil tanker at sea
that his country blamed on Tehran.

The tensions come at a politically sensitive time in Israel, where a new eight-party
governing coalition is already trying to keep the peace on another border under a
fragile cease-fire that ended an 11-day war with Hamas’ militant rulers in Gaza.

Sirens blared across the Golan Heights and Upper Galilee near the Lebanon border
Friday morning. Hezbollah said in a statement that it hit “open fields” in the disputed
Shebaa farms area.

The group said it fired 10 rockets, calling it retaliation for Israeli airstrikes the day
before. Israel said those strikes were in response to rocket fire from southern Lebanon
in recent days that was not claimed by any group.

Shebaa Farms is an enclave where the borders of Israel, Lebanon and Syria meet.
Israel says it is part of the Golan Heights, which it captured from Syria in 1967.
Lebanon and Syria say Shebaa Farms belong to Lebanon, while the United Nations
says the area is part of Syria.

“This is a very serious situation and we urge all parties to cease fire,” the force
known as UNIFIL said. Force commander, Gen. Stefano Del Col, said the force was
coordinating with the Lebanese army to strengthen security measures in the area.

Hezbollah’s decision to strike open fields in a disputed area rather than Israel proper,
appeared calibrated to limit any response.

Shefler, the Israeli military spokesman, told reporters Friday that three of the 19
rockets fired fell within Lebanese territory. Ten were intercepted by the defense
system known as the Iron Dome.

Israel estimates Hezbollah possesses over 130,000 rockets and missiles capable of
striking anywhere in the country. In recent years, Israel also has expressed concerns
that the group is trying to import or develop an arsenal of precision-guided missiles.
Israel has repeatedly threatened to attack Lebanese border villages where it accuses
Hezbollah of hiding rockets.

An Israeli security official said Friday the military was carrying out airstrikes unlike
any in years and was planning for more options. The official spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss military policy.
The attack sparked tensions between locals and Hezbollah. Videos on social media
after the rocket attack showed two vehicles, including a mobile rocket launcher, being
stopped by residents of Shwaya village.

Some of the villagers could be heard saying: “Hezbollah is firing rockets from
between homes so that Israel hits us back.”



The Lebanese army said it arrested four people who were involved in the rocket-firing
and confiscated the rocket launcher. It said Lebanese troops and U.N. peacekeepers
are taking all the measures to restore calm.

Hezbollah issued a statement saying that the rockets were fired from remote areas,
adding that the fighters were stopped in Shwaya on their way back.

The escalation also comes at a sensitive time in Lebanon, which is mired in multiple
crises including a devastating economic and financial meltdown and political
deadlock that has left the country without a functional government for a full year.

The US military plainly failed in Afghanistan. The generals need to answer for it.
Andrew J. Bacevich, - Responsible Statecraft (insider@insider.com)

Jason Reed / Reuters Gen. David Petraeus.

David Petraeus - remember him? - recently confided to a nationwide television
audience that prospects in Afghanistan are looking grim.
"The situation on the ground," the retired general told CNN's Fareed Zakaria, "has
become increasingly dire with each passing week."

Mustering all the authority of a former soldier once ranked alongside such immortals
as Grant and Sherman, Petraeus went even further.
"I fear we will look back and regret the decision to withdraw," he said. "Sadly, we
may regret that sooner than I had originally thought."

"Regrets? I've Had a Few." The lyric is from "My Way," the song that became a
Sinatra trademark. America's war in Afghanistan, along with its companion in Iraq,
does indeed offer plentiful cause for regret.

But rather than an anticipatory lament for what fate may befall Afghans in the weeks
or months just ahead, what American citizens need - and American soldiers deserve -
is a forthright explanation for how a 20-year-long war undertaken by the strongest
military on the planet appears headed for such a dismal conclusion.
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SGT. Mark Fayloga/U.S. Marine Corps Photo US Marines in Afghanistan.

The armed forces of the United States have plainly failed in Afghanistan. They have
not succumbed to outright defeat. But they have come nowhere near to accomplishing
their assigned mission. To pretend otherwise is pointless.

President Joe Biden has wisely chosen to pull the plug on this misbegotten enterprise.
That the United States retains a moral responsibility for what may come next is
doubtless the case.

On top of the many billions already expended to no purpose in a futile nation-building
exercise, we will be spending more to alleviate suffering and provide sanctuary to
Afghans who assisted us. On that score, our duty is clear. We can only hope that the
Biden administration will muster the political will to fulfill it.

But the larger question remains: How did this happen? Why is America's longest ever
war ending on such an abysmal note? And why does such an eminently germane
question go not only unanswered but also unasked?

One might think that Gen. Petraeus who both commanded all coalition forces in
Afghanistan and also presided over US Central Command - of the many senior
officers who rotated through these posts, the only one to fill both - would have a lot to
offer on such matters.
If his interview with Zakaria is indicative, however, don't expect to hear anything
other than banalities. Petraeus has washed his hands of Afghanistan. Expect his
military peers to follow suit.

As for civilian officials charged with directing the Afghanistan War over the course of
several administrations, they too will opt for silence. Our longest ever war will slip
into the past as an orphan, forgotten even before it actually ends.



AP Photo/Patrick Semansky. A US Army carry team moves the remains of SPC
Joseph Collette, killed in Afghanistan, at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware, March

24, 2019.

Since 2001, over 2,200 US troops have lost their lives in Afghanistan. In the broad
sweep of US military history, this is not a large number. But neither is it a small one.
The question must be asked: What did they die for?

Well, they died for their country, a judgment that applies to every American combat
death since Lexington and Concord in 1775.

But that judgment cannot suffice. It is incomplete, like saying Biden won the
presidency in 2020 because unlike Hillary four years earlier he campaigned in
Wisconsin.

Leave it to Sinatra, who offers at least the approximation of an explanation: Yes,
there were times, I'm sure you knew, When I bit off more than I could chew.

In Afghanistan, through ignorance and arrogance, compounded by an unwillingness
to face facts when victory proved elusive, the world's self-proclaimed sole superpower
bit off way more than it could chew.

We owe it to those who served and sacrificed to openly acknowledge the causes of our
failure. Only then can we guard against their repetition elsewhere.

(Andrew J. Bacevich is the president of the Quincy Institute. He grew up in Indiana,
graduated from West Point and Princeton, served in the Army, became an academic,
and is now a writer.)

Biden needs a tougher line on Venezuela to send a message to Iran
Dov S. Zakheim - opinion contributor



Events in recent months have demonstrated once again that Iran's malevolent
activities are not limited to its Middle Eastern neighborhood. Just last month, the
Department of Justice charged four Iranians with plotting to kidnap a prominent
Iranian-American journalist and transport her to Venezuela before sending her on to
Iran for likely imprisonment and torture if not death.

Getty Images Biden needs a tougher line on Venezuela to send a message to Iran.

A few weeks earlier, an Iranian ship loaded seven attack boats similar to those that
harass Western warships in the Gulf steamed toward Venezuela. The ship made a
last-minute turn to the North Atlantic only following pressure on Caracas from
Washington and other states not to let the ship dock in a Venezuelan port.

Another Iranian ship was headed toward Cuba, reportedly carrying missiles, and
likewise was turned away after American pressure on Havana.

Iranian malign interventions in Latin America can be traced at least as far back as
the 1994 bombing of the AMIA Jewish community center in Buenos Aires that killed
85 people and wounded hundreds more.

Tehran's ties with Venezuela blossomed during Hugo Chávez's rule. The Venezuelan
dictator made his first visit to Iran in 2001, and he and Iranian leaders exchanged
visits many times until his death in 2013.

During that period the two countries concluded hundreds of deals, including on
energy production, infrastructure, industrial cooperation and a joint development
bank.

At the same time, Iran and Venezuela appeared to coordinate their anti-American
policies; in 2007 they announced an "axis of unity" against what they termed
"American imperialism," which long has been a term of Latin American leftists hostile
to their northern neighbor.

Relations have only strengthened since Nicolás Maduro succeeded Chávez. Indeed,
Iran was one of the few countries that continued to recognize Maduro as Venezuela's

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-charges-iranian-nationals-with-kidnapping-2021-07-13/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/backgrounders/the-amia-daia-bombing-terror-in-argentina
https://iranprimer.usip.org/index.php/blog/2020/nov/16/qa-iran-and-venezuela
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-venezuela/iran-venezuela-in-axis-of-unity-against-u-s-idUSDAH23660020070702
https://inews.co.uk/news/world/venezuela-crisis-juan-guaido-president-latest-news-recognised-uk-spain-253979


president after the National Assembly invalidated the 2019 presidential election and
recognized Juan Guaidó as interim president.

In 2020, Iran began shipping petroleum to Venezuela, in defiance of American
sanctions on both countries. More generally, bilateral trade between them, once
miniscule, continues to grow and now reportedly amounts to several hundred million
dollars.

Although it took a tough line against the planned Iranian shipment of missile boats to
Venezuela, the Biden administration appears reluctant to ramp up its pressure on
both countries while it continues to pursue what increasingly appears to be the
chimera of a revived Iran nuclear deal.

That reluctance certainly runs counter to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Countering
Iran in the Western Hemisphere Act that President Obama signed nearly a decade
ago, in December 2012.

In particular, although it recognizes Guaidó as Venezuela's interim president, the
Biden administration has not acted upon the request made earlier this year by a
bipartisan group of congressmen from Florida - where thousands of Venezuelans now
reside - that called upon the administration to appoint a new special representative
for Venezuela.

That official's role, as the State Department describes it, is "to advance the U.S.
policy goal of helping Venezuelans to return their country to a democratic,
prosperous and stable nation."

In this regard, it is noteworthy that the outgoing envoy, Elliot Abrams, was
twin-hatted as special representative for Iran, reflecting the Trump administration's
hard line toward both countries.

It is time the White House named a new envoy to address Maduro's illegal rule and
his ongoing defiance of U.S. sanctions in coordination with the Tehran government.

Failing to do so will only give Iran's mullahs evidence that Washington is not really
serious in asserting that it will seek a follow-on to any resumption of the nuclear deal
to address Iran's destabilizing activities in the Middle East and beyond.

That is most definitely not a perception, much less the reality, that the Biden
administration should wish to foster.

(Dov S. Zakheim is a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies and vice chairman of the board for the Foreign Policy Research Institute. He
was under secretary of Defense (comptroller) and chief financial officer for the
Department of Defense from 2001 to 2004 and a deputy under secretary of Defense
from 1985 to 1987.)
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NASA's Ingenuity copter photographs Martian rocks with 'curious lines'
Chris Ciaccia - For Dailymail.Com

Provided by Daily Mail

NASA's Ingenuity helicopter is preparing for its 11th flight on Mars, but the flying
robot recently took pictures of an area known as 'Raised Ridges' that is catching the
attention of some in the scientific community.

The helicopter took the images of the ridges, which may have been caused by wind
and dust or possibly water that once flowed in the now-dry Jezero Crater, on its July
24 flight, according to the US space agency.

'But along with its immersive beauty, the image provides great detail,' Kevin Hand, a
scientist at NASA's JPL said in a statement.

Provided by Daily Mail
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'If you look closely, you can see some curious lines across the surfaces of several
rocks. Are these just made by eons of wind and dust blowing over the rocks, or might
those features tell the story of water? We just don't know yet.'

Thanks to Ingenuity, NASA is effectively able to be in 'two in places at once' with its
Perseverance mission, both at the Crater Floor Fractured Rough and Ingenuity flying
close by, Hand added.

'Ingenuity is providing a detailed preview of a potentially intriguing geologic features
hundreds of meters away from us.'

Provided by Daily Mail

INGENUITY FLIGHTS SO FAR
Flight one: April 19, 2021 with a vertical takeoff up to 9.8ft, stationary hover and a
landing
Flight two: April 22, 2021 with a vertical takeoff up to 16ft, hover, then shift
westward for 14ft before returning and landing
Flight three: April 25, 2021 with a vertical takeoff up to 16ft, hover, shift northwards
for 328ft at an airspeed of 2 m/s before returning to land
Flight four: April 30, 2021 with a vertical takeoff up to 16ft, hover, shift southwards
873ft at 3.5m/s before returning to land
Flight five: May 7, 2021 with a vertical takeoff up to 33ft, hover, shift southwards
423ft at 3.5 m/s before landing at that new location
Flight six:May 22, 2021 with a vertical takeoff of 33ft, hover, shift southwest 492ft at
9mph, travel 49ft south, travel 164ft before returning to land
Flight seven: June 8, 2021 with a vertical takeoff of 33ft, hover, shift 348ft at 9mph,
land at Airfield D



Flight eight: June 21, 2021 with a vertical takeoff, hover, shift southwest 520ft, land
at Airfield E 438ft away from Perseverance
Flight nine: July 5, 2021 with a record length of 2,050ft southwest over a prospective
research location at 16ft per second.
Flight ten: July 24, 2021 with a record height of 40 feet (12 meters) over Raised
Ridges to Airfield G. Flight duration 165.4 seconds. These ridges are similar to those
found in Earth's deserts, which often are tell researchers that water was present at
some point in the past.

The images were taken during what NASA calls Ingenuity's 'most complex flight yet,'
as the four-pound helicopter rose 40 feet above the Martian surface, made four
heading changes and took 10 images with its color camera.

Whether the ridges were made by wind and dust or water is important as the
Perseverance rover continue its search for ancient life on the Red Planet.

The US space agency is thinking about drilling a rock sample in the Raised Ridges
area with the Perseverance rover and with these images taken by Ingenuity, it can
help scientists understand what they might be in for.

'Since landing at Jezero Crater, it's clear to all of us that there is an abundance of
geologic riches for us to explore. It's a good problem to have,' Ken Williford, deputy
project scientist for Perseverance at JPL said in the statement.

'These aerial previews from Ingenuity provide the kind of actionable data that allow
us to whittle down our options and get on with the business of exploring our corner of
Mars.'

Provided by Daily Mail



Later this week, Ingenuity will gear up for its 11th flight in the Jezero Crater, having
flown more than one mile since its first flight in April.

It is expected to climb 39 feet in the air and fly downrange at a speed of 11mph.
During the flight, which is expected to last 130 seconds, the helicopter's color camera
will take multiple photos.

Provided by Daily Mail

Both robots are helping NASA in its search for ancient life on the Red Planet, one of
Perseverance's main science missions.

Perseverance's shift to science missions started on June 1 as it moved away from its
touchdown zone, known as the Octavia E. Butler landing site, in the 28 mile-wide
crater, where it landed on February 18.

As part of its science mission, expected to last 'hundreds of sols' or Martian days, it
will study two unique geologic areas in the 1.5 mile-wide area of Jezero's floor: the
'Crater Floor Fractured Rough' and 'Séítah.'

In addition to searching for signs of ancient microscopic life, the rover will study the
Crater's geology and look for signs of past habitability.

In March, scientists suggested that a significant portion of the water on Mars,
perhaps as much as 99 percent, could be hiding in the planet's crust. Once the first
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science mission is complete, Perseverance will go back to its landing site, driving up
to more than 3 miles.

From there, it will head north to Jezero's delta region, an area that could have a
plethora of organic minerals that could show fossilized signs of ancient life.

In June, Perseverance celebrated its 100th Martian day, celebrating its biggest
achievements including making oxygen 'out of thin air' and capturing Ingenuity's
flights.

Cori Bush explains position on "defund the police" while paying for private
security
CBS News

Representative Cori Bush explained her position on "De-funding the police" while
also defending her spending on private security, in an interview Wednesday with CBS
News.

Credit: CBS News

Correspondent and anchor Vladimir Duthiers asked Bush to respond to critics who
say it's "hypocritical" that she has spent $70,000 on private security while continuing
to push for reforms to funding for police departments.

Bush stood by both positions in the interview, which was largely focused on
the eviction moratorium and aired on CBSN, the network's streaming news channel.
Here is a transcript of that exchange from the interview:
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Duthiers: Congresswoman, before we let you go, let me ask you about something else.
Aside from the moratorium, you faced some criticism in recent weeks over your push
to defund the police. Campaign records show that you spent roughly $70,000 on
private security and some critics say that move is hypocritical. What's your response
to those critics?

Bush: They would rather I die? You would rather me die? Is that what you want to
see? You want to see me die? You know, because that could be the alternative. So
either I spent $70,000 on private security over the last few months, and I'm here
standing now and able to speak, able to help save 11 million people from being
evicted. Or – I could possibly have a death attempt on my life.

And we're also talking about the same exact people who say horrible things about me,
who lie to build up their base. And then because they lie about me, I receive death
threats. Now they don't address the fact that I receive death threats after they go on
air and say horrible things about me. But then they want to say, 'Oh, but she wants,
she needs private security.'

I have private security because my body is worth being on this planet right now. I
have private security because they, the white supremacist racist narrative that they
drive into this country. The fact that they don't care that this Black woman that has
put her life on the line, they can't match my energy first of all.

This Black woman who puts her life on the line. They don't care that I could be taken
out of here. They actually probably are OK with that, but this is the thing: I won't let
them get that off. You can't get that off. I'm going to make sure I have security
because I know I have had attempts on my life and I have too much work to do. There
are too many people that need help right now for me to allow that.

So if I end up spending $200,000, if I spend 10, 10, 10 more dollars on it, you know
what, I get to be here to do the work. So suck it up and de-funding the police has to
happen. We need to defund the police and put that money into social safety nets
because we're trying to save lives.

What other, what other occupation can do work that's out of their scope and still be
propped up to do work that's out of their scope. As a nurse, I can't be the surgeon, too.
You don't want me being your surgeon and I'm the nurse.

At what point do we pay police to be social workers? No, we don't. How do they get to
be social workers? So, what I'm saying is, You do your job. Let the people who have
gone to school with a particular skill set, do theirs. Neither de-funding the police, and
being able to have security because those same folks are causing it. It's two totally
different things.

And this is my last point on this: If I have actual police officers who have threatened
my life, tell me about that. Tell me, tell me that I don't need security. And let me just
say this last thing: My security is not against communal violence. My security is not to
keep me safe from the people of St. Louis. My security is to keep me safe from those



racist attempts made against my life. Now, if you want to do something about that,
stand up and do something about that.

I didn't see any of those people that have come against me with this negativity, with
these lies, with these smears stand up when they saw the N-word, when they saw me
post stuff about me being hung, the threats on my life, hanging me and burning me,
frying me and my family like bacon.

They didn't say anything about that. And that was just a piece of what I receive all the
time. But you know what? I take that. And I walk with my head up and my shoulders
back, because I know I'm doing the work for the people. I'm on the right side of
history. And if they want, they can come and meet me to my face. You come and meet
me too. You come and stand on these steps and fight for the people this way. You
show up and fight for the people the way that I have. You put your body on the line,
the way that I put my body on the line. And until you can do that, I suggest you take
several seats.

Anchor Anne-Marie Green: Congresswoman, have you had police officers threaten
you?

Absolutely. I mean, I've been doing, I've been in this fight for seven years. I'm a
Ferguson activist. That's happened to us. That has happened to us. It's not just me.
Ferguson, frontline that has happened to us multiple. I mean, it's more times than we
can count. But we're not –

Duthiers: But even now, as a member of Congress, you've had police officers threaten
your life?

I mean, and they're, they're still people. And you know what the thing is, they can
threaten my life and I'm still working for them. I'm still going to work for them. I'm
still going to make sure their families are taken care of because I'm no respecter of
persons. If you have a need, I'm going to take care of you. Because that's my job. I
love the people. 100%. I don't care what your occupation is. I don't care if you like me
– at all. I'm still going to do the work to make sure that your family has clean water,
clean air, healthcare, a place to live and all of that, because that is who we have to be.
Just love humanity.

Duthiers: Presumably, Congresswoman, I would hope that those, as you alleged,
those police officers would be removed, or at least you would let your security detail
and the mechanisms in place in Congress to ensure that those officers are not still
patrolling the streets.

Well, you know, it's— work is being done. You know, there's nothing that comes in
that is not being handled. So we're fine. We're fine. We'll keep moving.

Green: Congresswoman, it sounds like you are handling things. I was just, as I was
listening to you, I thought to myself, did she have any idea, the challenges that she
was facing when she took this job and decided to go to our nation's Capitol? I'm just
sort of curious about your reaction to this. You know it's going to be a tough job, but
it's something else to believe that your life is at risk.



Yeah, but it was a tough job being out on the streets of Ferguson for more than 400
days with real bullets and rubber bullets, with white supremacist threats, with being
terrorized and tear gas and brutal assaults, constantly day after day being heavily
surveilled and harassed and intimidated over and over again.

And that didn't just happen during the Ferguson uprising. It continued on for many
years. So that was difficult. Standing before those tanks — that was difficult. Having
guns in my face pointed at me — that was difficult. Watching my friends beaten and
brutalized — that was difficult. So this is like — St. Louis prepared me for this.

So I don't feel like this is oh so much worse than what I've dealt with all of this time.
Shout outs to the Ferguson activists who do not get exposure that don't where people
don't know your story. I'm shouting you out right now. All of my St. Louis activists.

Duthiers: Congresswoman, I remember seeing you out on the streets of Ferguson
back in 2014, and I remember thinking to myself that you were somebody who was
taking it to the street. And I just, I don't know if you, as Anne-Marie said, if you
thought in your mind back then, as it was all unfolding all the weeks and weeks and
weeks that you spent out there protesting racial injustice, that you would one day, put
your hand on the Bible and take that oath of office. Did you imagine that?

Not at all, you could not, if you would have said that to me because I had already said
years before that I would never run for office. I would never, because my dad, Earl
Bush, has been in politics for most of my life. And I saw a good man do great things.
And I saw so much like greed and corruption and just people trying to just hurt his,
damage his name. I was like, Why would anybody want to do that? So, no, no. But the
moment called, the people called and asked me to do it. So I stepped up. But no,
absolutely not

Indian, Chinese Troops Pull Back Near Site of Deadly Clash
Sudhi Ranjan Sen - Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- India and Chinese soldiers have pulled back from another friction
point along their disputed Himalayan border following a meeting between top
military commanders from both sides on July 31, according to an Indian
army statement.

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1743220
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The disengagement took place Thursday near the area where at least 20 Indian and
four Chinese soldiers were killed in June 2020 in one of the most violent clashes
between the two nuclear-armed neighbors in over forty years. “All temporary
structures and other allied infrastructure created in the area by both sides have been
dismantled and mutually verified,” Friday’s statement said. There was no immediate
statement from China’s Defense Ministry.
Last week New Delhi and Beijing issued an unusual joint statement describing the
12th round of discussions between their military officials as “constructive,”
suggesting the rivals had found some common ground after more than a year of
tensions along the frontier.

A demilitarized zone will be created after the troops and artillery withdraw and the
area will not be patrolled by either side to prevent rival soldiers from coming
face-to-face with each other, Indian officials had said earlier. Similar no-patrol-zones
exist in other disputed sections of the border.

The neighbors have been locked in a standoff along their disputed 3,488 kilometer
(2,170 mile) border for more than a year. New Delhi recently redirected an
additional 50,000 troops to its northern frontier.

In February, soldiers pulled back from Pangong Tso -- a glacial lake some 4,270
meters (14,000 feet) above sea level -- marking out a zone that neither side patrols.
Soldiers from both sides are still in rifle range of each other at several points along
their high-altitude frontier. Disagreements over the sequence of withdrawing troops,
tanks and artillery pieces from areas of dispute has slowed progress in talks.

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1741570
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-03/china-india-report-constructive-talks-to-ease-border-standoff-krvgfiwq
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-03/china-india-report-constructive-talks-to-ease-border-standoff-krvgfiwq
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-27/india-shifts-50-000-troops-to-china-border-in-historic-defense-shift
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-11/china-india-troops-pulling-back-from-parts-of-disputed-border


Media singing a different tune now that it's a Democrat abusing presidential
powers
Becket Adams - Examiner

Certain newsrooms have made peace (again) with executive overreach.

Provided by Washington Examiner

Just ignore those four years when they pretended to care about constitutional order,
the health of democratic institutions, and political norms. It’s probably just a
coincidence their abrupt change of heart happens to coincide with a Democratic
presidency.

President Joe Biden announced this week he is unilaterally extending the COVID-19
eviction moratorium, which prevents landlords from evicting delinquent tenets. The
president’s decree is clearly unconstitutional. He has no legal authority to extend the
moratorium. He certainly has no legal authority to enforce fines on landlords who fail
to comply.

It’s a clear-cut example of overreach, a breach of the president’s clearly delineated
constitutional authority.

For some in the press, however, it’s a little more complicated than all that. You see,
there’s some good and (possibly) some bad, according to the same news
organizations whose first reaction to the previous president’s legal COVID-19
executive orders was to scream about constitutional order.

“Biden shows he’s ready to make drastic moves in COVID-19 fight — even if he’s not
sure they’re legal,” CNN reported this week of the Biden White House’s moratorium
edict.

The story’s first line reads, “Even President Joe Biden doesn't know whether his new
federal eviction moratorium for renters is legal and sustainable. But crushing

https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/08/the-eviction-moratorium-decree-why-its-unconstitutional/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/08/the-eviction-moratorium-decree-why-its-unconstitutional/


humanitarian and political pressure left him no choice but to take a chance on an
emergency move.”

Let’s compare this framing to how CNN covered then-President Donald Trump’s
executive actions in Aug. 2020 making COVID-19 relief funds available: “With
executive actions, Trump proposes a far-from-perfect solution that faces legal
challenges.”

The report’s first line reads, “President Donald Trump signed executive actions
Saturday, brazenly moving around Congress and daring Democrats to sue him over
measures he thinks will be popular in the country.”

CNN also published a story in 2020 titled “House Speaker Nancy Pelosi calls
President Trump’s coronavirus relief executive actions ‘absurdly unconstitutional.’”

In 2020, the Los Angeles Times reported, “Trump’s order to bypass Congress on
coronavirus relief faces likely legal challenges.” Its editorial board even argued that
Trump’s “rescue plan would let state and local governments drown in red ink.”
Now, the paper reports, simply, “Biden administration announces new two-month
eviction moratorium."

The New York Times, meanwhile, reported in 2020 of Trump’s COVID-19 executive
orders: “Trump’s Order on Coronavirus Relief Alarms Governors as Stimulus Talks
Stall,” “Trump Goes Around Congress to Provide Pandemic Relief,” and “Trump’s
Orders on Coronavirus Relief Create Confusion.”

Now, however, we have these headlines, much friendlier ones, for Biden’s
moratorium order: “Administration Seeks to Blunt Effects From End of Eviction
Moratorium,” “With the eviction moratorium back in place, the Biden administration
is racing to distribute aid,” and “The Biden administration issues a new eviction
moratorium as the virus surges.”

It appears some executive orders are better than others, even if the ones that are
“better” are clearly unconstitutional.

Canceling the Constitution: Biden hailed for violating rule of law to extend eviction
moratorium
Jonathan Turley, (opinion contributor) - The Hill

During the 2020 presidential campaign, then-candidate Joe Biden told voters that the
choice between him and Donald Trump was between the lawful and the lawless. He
called for voters to support "the rule of law, our Constitution," a choice repeated
mantra-like by the media to "end Trump's assault on the rule of law."

Now, six months into his presidency, Biden is openly flouting the Constitution with a
knowingly invalid extension of the eviction moratorium - and some law professors and
advocates on the left are cheering him for it.

https://www.news18.com/news/world/rule-of-law-us-constitution-and-will-of-people-prevailed-says-biden-after-electoral-college-affirms-win-3178427.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/10/05/ending-trumps-assault-on-the-rule-of-law


Getty Images Canceling the Constitution: Biden hailed for violating rule of law to
extend eviction moratorium

A few weeks ago, the Supreme Court ruled on the authority of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to impose a nationwide moratorium on the eviction of
renters during the pandemic. Some of us criticized the CDC order as unconstitutional.
The reason is the breathtaking authority claimed by the CDC under a federal law that
gives it the power to "make and enforce such regulations as in [its] judgment are
necessary to prevent the introduction, transmission, or spread of communicable
diseases."

I have long been a critic of such unchecked and undefined authority in pandemics.
This, however, is a particularly chilling example. It would give the CDC authority
over huge swaths of our economy to avoid even the possibility of the "introduction" or
spread of a disease.

It means that a constitution designed to prevent tyranny and authoritarianism
becomes largely irrelevant if you put on a white lab coat. After all, the law was
designed to control disease, not democracy, as a public health priority.
In its 5-4 decision in Alabama Association of Realtors v. HHS, the Supreme Court
kept the CDC moratorium in place but left no question that a majority of justices
ultimately view the CDC order as unconstitutional.

On the minority side of the vote, Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, Neil
Gorsuch and Amy Coney Barrett wanted to suspend the eviction moratorium as
unconstitutional.

Yet the CDC's original order was about to expire anyway, so - in a somewhat baffling
concurrence - Justice Brett Kavanaugh supplied the fifth vote in favor of the CDC to
allow the law to simply expire and thereby enable an " additional and more orderly
distribution of the congressionally appropriated rental assistance."

Thus, Kavanaugh voted with the majority in this case - but also indicated that he
agreed with his conservative colleagues on the larger point that the CDC never had
the authority to issue the nationwide eviction moratorium in the first place without a
congressional act.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/264
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/264
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1010352979589116360
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/20a169_4f15.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/20a169_4f15.pdf


President Biden acknowledged the obvious - that any new order to extend the
moratorium would be unconstitutional. Indeed, he admitted that legal experts
overwhelmingly told him so: "The bulk of the constitutional scholarship says that it's
not likely to pass constitutional muster." Yet he added that he was able to find
"several key scholars who think that it may and it's worth the effort."

The fact that most scholars relied upon by the Biden White House said the move
would be unconstitutional is itself remarkable. Given the makeup of most law faculties,
Democrats in Congress usually can expect hundreds of supportive academics to sign
letters and attest to their legal positions.

The question then arose as to who would offer Biden constitutional cover when
virtually every other liberal professor declined to do so - and the "several key
scholars" was guessed by some of us to be a single figure: Harvard law professor
Laurence Tribe.

After his own White House counsel agreed that the move would be unconstitutional,
Biden reportedly told his chief of staff, Ron Klain, to call Tribe, who has been
consistently there for Democrats, from supporting Court packing to declaring Trump
a terrorist to attacking Republicans and those with conflicting views.

Tribe and I have long disagreed on constitutional questions but the partisanship was
often laced with some plausibility. The advice in this instance is incredible for its
sheer mendacity. The court clearly stated that the CDC lacks this authority, but Tribe
reportedly assured Biden that this technically would be a new order, even though it is
based on the same unconstitutional claim. It is like being given a parole for stealing a
BMW and then immediately stealing a Lexus because it is a different car. The
problem was the act, not the make of the car.

What is particularly alarming was Biden's reason for why it may be "worth the effort"
- that "at a minimum, by the time it gets litigated, it will probably give some
additional time while we're getting that $45 billion out to people." In other words,
with appeals, the Biden administration could rush out money before the courts could
shut it down.

Biden was hailed for his extraconstitutional commitment to social justice. One liberal
commentator declared that "with one small action, Biden reveals himself as a better
leader than Trump." That "small action" was violating the Constitution - the
document he swore to uphold, "so help me God," at his inaugural. Nevertheless,
gutting the rule of law is somehow now seen as "a sign of leadership in action."

Biden is not a first-time offender. When he was vice president, the Obama
administration green-lighted the expenditure of billions under ObamaCare despite
lacking congressional approval. I represented the House of Representatives as lead
counsel in successfully challenging that clearly unconstitutional act, but the
administration was never required to get the money back. With the cover offered by
Tribe in this instance, Biden apparently hopes to repeat the same tactic to bar
evictions while evading the Constitution.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/constitutional-biden-cdc-eviction-ban-moratorium-covid-11628102695
https://www.wsj.com/articles/constitutional-biden-cdc-eviction-ban-moratorium-covid-11628102695
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2021/08/05/white-house-eviction-moratorium/
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2018/10/16/new-campaign-seeks-support-for-expanded-supreme-court/
https://jonathanturley.org/2019/08/06/laurence-tribe-calls-for-the-impeachment-of-trump-as-a-terrorist-and-racist/
https://jonathanturley.org/2019/08/06/laurence-tribe-calls-for-the-impeachment-of-trump-as-a-terrorist-and-racist/
https://jonathanturley.org/2020/09/17/opus-dei-anyone-laurence-tribe-attacks-barrs-religious-beliefs-in-latest-diatribe/
https://jonathanturley.org/2021/01/29/tribe-in-the-age-of-trump-the-evolving-views-of-impeachable-conduct/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/constitutional-biden-cdc-eviction-ban-moratorium-covid-11628102695
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2021/8/5/2043960/-With-one-small-action-Joe-Biden-reveals-himself-as-a-better-leader-than-Donald-Trump-ever-was
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2021/8/5/2043960/-With-one-small-action-Joe-Biden-reveals-himself-as-a-better-leader-than-Donald-Trump-ever-was
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2021/8/5/2043960/-With-one-small-action-Joe-Biden-reveals-himself-as-a-better-leader-than-Donald-Trump-ever-was
https://jonathanturley.org/2016/05/12/house-of-representatives-wins-historic-ruling-in-constitutional-challenge-under-the-aca/


When confronted on his unconstitutional strategy, Biden repeatedly reminded
reporters that a pandemic is raging. Yet, just months ago, Biden declared his election
would amount to the triumph of the "rule of law" and would show that "the flame of
democracy" cannot be extinguished, "not even [with] a pandemic or an abuse of
power."

So, Biden is now blowing out that flame while attempting to excite political demands
for extraconstitutional action. It will come at a great cost for the country and his own
legacy.

The oath that he took on Jan. 20 did not include an exception for political
convenience. Indeed, it is often inconvenient to uphold the Constitution - but the
alternative is a type of self-eviction on the basis of one's oath of office.

(Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro Professor of Public Interest Law at George
Washington University. You can find his updates on Twitter @JonathanTurley.)

US watching as Iran quietly replaces Red Sea spy ship damaged in April attack
Oren Liebermann - CNN

The US was monitoring Iranian ship movements in the Middle East as Tehran quietly
replaced a spy ship in the Red Sea that was damaged in an April attack, two US
officials told CNN amid escalating regional tension with Iran and an ongoing
maritime shadow conflict between Israel and Iran.

ImageSat International Satellite imagery from ImageSat International, an Israeli
satellite and intelligence company, shows the movement of Iranian ships

Iran towed the stricken vessel back to port and brought in a similar vessel to gather
intelligence in the strategically crucial waterway, the officials said.

https://www.news18.com/news/world/rule-of-law-us-constitution-and-will-of-people-prevailed-says-biden-after-electoral-college-affirms-win-3178427.html
https://www.news18.com/news/world/rule-of-law-us-constitution-and-will-of-people-prevailed-says-biden-after-electoral-college-affirms-win-3178427.html
https://twitter.com/JonathanTurley


The Behshad, an Iranian ship registered as a general cargo vessel, left the port of
Bandar Abbas in early July, reaching its destination nine days later, according to
satellite imagery provided to CNN in a report from ImageSat International, an Israeli
satellite and intelligence company, which tracked the ship's journey.

The Behshad stopped near the Bab el-Mandeb strait, a crucial waterway that controls
access to the Red Sea and the Suez Canal.

A few days later, the Saviz, another Iranian ship registered as a cargo vessel that had
been patrolling those waters for five years, began its journey back to Iran,
accompanied by two tugs. The ships are currently south of Oman, satellite images
from ImageSat International show.

On Thursday, Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz responded "yes" when asked by
Israeli media outlet Ynet whether Israel was ready to attack Iran, though Gantz and
other Israeli officials have stressed the need for a united diplomatic front against
Tehran.

Saeed Khatibzadeh, the spokesman for Iran's foreign ministry, wrote on Twitter on
Thursday that any Israeli military action against the country would be met with a
"decisive" response. Khatibzadeh called the Israeli threat of military action a "brazen
violation of international law" and warned, "don't test us."

Through listed as a cargo ship, the Saviz was used by Iran's Revolutionary Guard
Corps to gather intelligence in the critical waterway and assist Iran's Houthi allies in
Yemen, the officials said. Both the Saviz and the Behshad were sanctioned by former
President Donald Trump in 2018 as part of his maximum pressure campaign on Iran.

The Saviz sustained damage in an early April limpet mine attack believed to be
carried out by Israel. Since 2016, the 570-foot ship patrolled the waters near the Bab
el-Mandeb strait. Iran has said the ship provided maritime security and operated
against pirates.

The attack with the limpet mine, which is an explosive attached to the side of a ship,
often just below the water line, came as international negotiators were making
progress on a return to the Iranian nuclear deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), which Israel openly opposes.

The maritime shadow conflict between Iran and Israel reached new heights last week
with the drone attack on the Mercer Street, a LIberian-flagged tanker with ties to an
Israeli shipping billionaire. A Romanian and a Briton were killed in the attack off the
coast of Oman, which the US, UK and others have blamed on Iran. Though Iran has
denied any involvement in the attack, the US has called for a coordinated response
against Tehran.

Iran's actions in open waters have grown increasingly brazen. This week, Iranian
gunmen seized the Asphalt Princess off the coast of the United Arab Emirates for a
number of hours.

https://www.imagesatintl.com/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/31/middleeast/iran-israel-tanker-attack-drone-oman-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/06/politics/us-navy-mercer-street-investigation/index.html


"We are looking into the incident, but do not have an understanding of what the
Iranians were doing at this time, or why they would impede the transit of this
legitimate commercial vessel," US Central Command spokesman Capt. William
Urban told CNN.

The White House warned that Iran's "escalating activity" is a concern to the US and
the international community.

"We feel it follows a pattern of attacks and other belligerent behavior," White House
press secretary Jen Psaki said Thursday. "And these actions also threaten freedom of
navigation through crucial waterways — something that is posing a risk to a range of
countries around the world."

At least three times in recent months, Iranian fast attack boats in the Persian Gulf
have approached US Navy and Coast Guard vessels, closing to within a few dozen
yards in what officials described as "unsafe and unprofessional maneuvers."

In one of the incidents in May, a Coast Guard vessel fired approximately 30 warning
shots when the fast attack boats failed to acknowledge bridge-to-bridge radio
transmissions and other means of communication.

ImageSat International Satellite imagery from ImageSat International



ImageSat International Satellite imagery from ImageSat International


